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Jo John Englifhman, £/; 
S/R, 


S you began your Oppofition to the Vatch- 
Tower with Reluctance, and det the Public 
know how unfeafonable you efteemed private 
Difputes, when the Country is alarmed with 

public Dangers, which demand the moft ferious Atten- 
tion, and the utmott Unanimity, neceflary to provide 
for the Security of the Country; fo | am in no 
Doubt, but you will take the tirft Opportunity to drop 
the Difpute, when you have fufficiently guarded the 
Public againft any further Impre‘lions, to the Preju- 
dice of our happy Conftitution, from thofe malevolent 
Scribblers, whofe Careffes are a Dilgrace to any Sect, 
and their implacable Malice againit the Church of 
England, very glaring ; but through their Jmmpotency, in- 
capable of producing any real Mitchief, further than 
rude and infolent Affronts to the moft honourable 
Characters, and an indecent Example to Perfons of 
Jower Rank, of treating Superiors with Scurrility, 
Thefe are Faults repugnant to Decency and good Or- 
der in any Society, proceeding from a Baferiefs of 
Mature, incurable by Reafoning and Argumentations : 
And therefore, my Advice ts, ‘that you would ceafe 
all further Attempts of that Kind, which cannot be 
conftrued into a Neglect of the Public, after the Pains 
you have taken for their right laietaxaion. in every 
important Point wherein our Conftitution has been 
attack’d. 
And however the diftorted Imaginations of thofe 
Writers, joined to their inveterate Hatred of cur natio- 
nal Conftitution, may induce a ftrong Perfuafion in 
their Minds, that thofe Proceedings are all of a very 
atrocious Nature, againft which they endeavour with 
fo much Pains to excite a popular Indignation ; yet, 
to Gentlemen of Underftanding, and whofe Minds 
are unbiafed by any ‘Thing but Truth, efpecially 


having well confidered the feveral Vindications of 


the Church’s Claim to an Eftablifhment in this Pro- 
vince, and thofe Meafures which have been taken 
upon that Suppofition, every Thing appears in a quite 
different Light ; and whatis ftigmatized with the moft 
opprobrious Names by thefe hot-headed Zealots, is 
truly fo different in Kind from their Reprefentations, 
as to merit the Applaufe and Approbation of thole 
who love their Country, and know that the promo- 
ting of God’s true Religion, in the Ways of Peace and 
Holiness, is amoft apt “Means to forward the Welfare 
and Profperity of every Commonwealth. 

All the Watch-Tower’s Clamour of IIl-Treatment 
and Perfecuticn, arifes from his miftaken Apprehenfion, 


a 


that the religious Conftitution of this Province, is an 

tbfolute and intire Equality among all the different 
Profeffions and Denominations of Religion, Vid. 
Watch-Tower, Numb. IV. This religious Babel, altho’ 
it has no Exiftence but in the Noddies of our Praotefte- 
rians, (fo I call them, for true Proteftants they are not) 
is the Foundation of all the WVatch-Tower’s Arguments 
and Clamours about the College, Religion, Perfecu- 
tion, Male-Practice of Governors, and fine-fpun Ob- 
fervations, to evade the true Meaning of the feveral 
Laws of this Province for the Support of a Miniftry - 
All their Clamours upon which Subjects, need no other 
Refutation than has already been given, by the Dil- 
proofs of their darling fundamental Principle, often 
by them afferted, but never yet attempted to be pro- 
ved, of the abfolute Equality” fubfifting among ail the 
different Sects and Perfuafions of Reli igion. “On the 
other Hand, lam perfuaded, that every impartial Man 
who has given Attention to the Management of this 
Difpute, about our Contti tution and the Eftablifhment 
of the Church of England, between the Reflector and 
Watch-Tower on one Side, and their feveral Oppofers 
»on the other Side, will be clearly of the Opinion, 
that the Church of ‘England fuffers a moft unreatonable 
Perfecution, from the /Vatch-Tower Writers, and their 
Adherents, even by their very Cry of Perfecution fuf- 
fered by others ; andhas a Right todemand an intiré 
Ceffation of aul Hoftilities of this Kind, till Gobi 
Englijhman is better an{wered, than by fuch Prevari- 
cations and Quibbles, for which the #atch-Tower ha: 
had fo many public Challenges ; and until this abfo- 
Jute Equality can be proved to be the conftitutional 
State of this Province. 

This Point might have been argued to better Satis- 
faction, if the i atch-Tower had feen fit to continue 
the Dialogue between C. and D. which he was pleafed 
to drop very fuddenly, upon the Appearance of an 
Antagonift, who was willing, and {till is, to engage 
him at his own Weapons. Sufficient, however, on 
been offered by the Oppofers of the Watch- Tower, t 
juttify this Aflertion, viz. That the eftablifhed Relivion 
of England, may be the eftablifped Retigion of this Province, 
notwithflanding ail that has been faid to the contrary. And 
feeing we are apt to value ourfelves upon the Liberties 


_and Privileges of Englifhbmen, becaufe born in an Eng- 
.lifh Colony; we may, with the fame Reafon, claim 


‘the Honour and Advantage of the religious Conttitu- 
tion, 7. ¢. tobe Members of the Church of England, 
becaufe the Nation and Church are the very fame So- 
ciety: And if this fhould be fuppofed, as with very 
good Reafon itmay, and another Po/u/atum granted, 
which cannot with the leaft Colour of Reafon' be 


denied ; 





denied ; wiz. That the true Chriftian Religion is taught 
and eftablifhed by the Church of England. From thete 
two Po/lulata, tach Corollaries will arife, as may 
be abundantly fufficient to filence all the Noife and 
Clamour that has been raifed againft the public Mea- 
fures which have been taken in Favour of the Church 
of England in this Province. At leaft, then let the 
Clamour ceafe, until it fhall either appear that true 
Chriftianity is not taught and eftablifhed in the Church 
of England, or that the fame Religion, which is the 
eftablifhed Religion in Exgland, is not the eftablifhed 
Religion in this Province, although it was a Territory 
belonging to England at the Time of the Union with 
Scotlind.---Bare Affirmations and Negations will not 
be fatisfactory, becaufe they are eafily retorted with 
the fame Vehemence. 

The Public has been entertained with a Computa- 
tion of the Expence the Province has been put to for 
fupporting the Church of England; with an Innuendo, 
that fo large a Sum had been lav ithed for ufeiels Pur- 
pofes. One might afk this cavilling Calculator, how 
much larger Sums he could reckon to be expended | in 
Scotland, ‘tor Support of their Kirk; nay, in Boficn, 
for the ‘Maintenance of Independent Minifters ? Or 
in Conneéticut, for iaintaining their Way of Reli- 
gion among them ? That Religion is worth immenfe 
Sums of Money, i is the Language of all polite Nations 
and People. What vaft Sums did the Jewifth Nation, 
by God’s Appointment, expend upon their Religion ; 
and what vait Sums have many Chriftian Nations laid 
out this Way ? Whoever efteemed fuch Expences 
ufelefs, befides fuch as have no Regard at all ra Re- 
ligion ? It would be no Wonder to hear an Atheift 

talk after the Manner of the Watch-Tower. ‘The 
maintaining and preferving God's true Religion, is a 
Means to preferve the Prefence and Blefling of God, 
who is the Fountain of all Good ; fo that every Thing 
that is Gear and valuable to the Province, is fecured 
by that Regard to God’s true Religion, which none 


but Athes/ ifis, Infidels, and It atch-Towers, will profef- 


fedly fet themfelves to oppofe. But perhaps it will be, 


faid, God’s true Religion might be preferved by the 
P peiaiierion; , ata lefs “Expence : Let thofe who think 
thus, only enquire in the neighbouring Colony of 
Connecticut, and they will find the Expence more ‘than 


22. ) 


double. And may not we, with equal Truth and 
Charity, fay, we would be glad to know what one 
Soul was ever faved by Means of all this Expe nce, 
that might not at leaft, have as well been faved by 
pre ferving the Unity of the Spirit in.the Bond of Pace, 
in the Communion of the Church of England; and 
indeed much better, if God’s Religion be here teh. 
lifhed in that Church ; for then all “Oppofitions to it 
mult be finful and provoking to God; and the more 
fo, when proceeding, as it feems in thefe Writers, 
from inveterate Malice. It is to be hoped that, one 
Day or other, religious Diffentions and Oppofitions 
will fubfide, (as they would, were it not for fuch 
contentious Spirits) and the good People of this Pro- 
vince, with one Mouth, as well as one Heart, glorify 
God. But can we ever expect to fee a Union and 
Coalition, except in the true Religion eftablifhed ? 
which Governors muft counterance and encourage. 
and feveral have been very laudably zealous to pro- 
mote and preferve; that thofe of the Mother 
Country that are bred up in the Bofom of the Church, 
and come to fettle here, may be accomodated; and 
that the Wandring may have a Place of fafe Refort, 
when they fee their Errors ; and thofe who have as 
deluded, provided with Means for their Reclaiming 
None will condemn Governor FLETCHER’s Zeal, but 
thofe who deny the above Poffulata: And the Watch- 
Zower would never have made fo many Flourifhes in 
the Dedication of Mr. Ad**Kimmte’s Sufferings, if he 
had underftood that thofe two Gentlemen, out of a 
blind Zeal, Had ftraggled from their own Country, 
and come hither without any Call from God or Man, 
to fow Seeds lof Strife and Contention, and raife up 
Oppofitions againft God’s true Religion here eftabli- 
fhed. Thefe and many other Corollaries, which I leave 
to the Reader's Invention, may be suai from the 
above Poflulata; which, as far as the Controverf ly 
has proceeded between the Watch-Tower and his An- 
tagonitts, mutt be allowed to ftand u pon agood Bafis 
Nor fhall the Watch- Tower, with all his proud Hott 
of Pote/teriaus, ever be able to overthrow them. 


I aM, Sir, 
Yours, &c. mn MR 


P. S. I perceive Mr. Watch-Tower intends to be as rude and abufive as poffible, flattering 
himfelf, I fuppofe, that he fhall, by fuch a Behaviour, put to Silence, all his Oppoters 5 but f{ 
truft he will find himfelf much miftaken. It is merry enough, to hear him calling others Lunatic, 
when it is plain his own Diftraction, which appeared foon after he began to fet up “for a Writer, is 
at length got to fuch a Pitch, as to fall little fhort of downright Raving ; and calls for the Pity 


la fy 


rather “than the Refentment of thofe he abufes.---We have a manifeft Indication of this in the }: {t 
Mercury, in his having the daring Affurance to make fuch a wild barum /carum Bombaft Addrefs to 
the Honourable Affembly, which is void of either Truth or good Manners, and betrays a Man al- 
moftt frightec out of his Wits, with Shadows and groundlefs Terrors, of | Leia not what: Cheins 


and Faggots contriving and preparing for him, 


when nobody dreams him the leaft Harm. It 


may therefore perhaps be advifeable, that his Friends fhould fhut him up a while in a dark Roem, 
under a Courfe of proper Means, ull he comes to himfelf : For my Part, I heartily 1 Lee 


commiferate him. 
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